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ECONOMICS OVERVIEW 

Canton/Stark County's economy, fueled by a 
strong labor force and the development of new 
and existing business, has experienced healthy 
growth and expansion.  
 
 The leading indicator index for the Canton-
Massillon metropolitan area increased 0.3 
percent in April 2005 to 96.6. The rise in the 
index is predicting employment growth 
heading into the summer.  
 
Nonfarm payroll employment, on a 
seasonally adjusted basis, decreased to 
177,500 in April 2005. The number of initial 
claims for unemployment insurance 
decreased in April 2005 to 1,783 claims. This 
was lower than one year ago.  
 
The valuation of permits for new housing 
construction decreased to 17.991 million 
dollars, and this was lower than a year ago.  
 
The average manufacturing workweek of 
37.8 hours was 0.6 hours longer than last 
month, but 2.5 hours shorter than last year. 
 
Today over 41% of the total U.S. Population, roughly 120.7 million people according to 
the U.S. Census (2004), live within a 500-mile radius of Stark County. 
 
 

 
 
 
This section contains: 
 
Economic Overview.............…..........................................................................................1 
Stark County Major Employers..........................................................................................2 
Leading Indicators.........................….................................................................................3 
Stark County Business Statistics…………………………...................................................4 
Demographics................................................................………………..............................5 
Geographic Reference Report............................................................…...........................6 
2005 Fortune 500 Companies in Ohio………………………………………………………...7 

 



ECONOMICS                  STARK COUNTY 
 

2005 Economics page 2  A CASE FOR GOOD BUSINESS 

STARK COUNTY MAJOR EMPLOYERS 

 

Company Name  Description  # of employees 
in Stark County 

The Timken Company  Manufacturer, Steel and Tapered Roller 
Bearings 4,816 

Aultman Hospital  Health Care  3,774 
Stark County Government  Government  2,781 
Mercy Medical Center  Health Care 2,500 
Stark County Board of MRDD &Workshops, Inc.  Health and Rehabilitation Services  1,804 
Diebold, Inc.  Computer Services, Finance  1,650 
Maytag Corporation - Hoover Floor Care Manufacturer, Floor Care Appliances  1,100 
Alliance Community Hospital  Hospital  945 
Fisher Foods Marketing, Inc.  Grocery Chain 940 
Freshmark, Inc.  Meat Processing  878 
Republic Engineered Products Manufacturer, Steel Bar Products  826 
Nationwide Insurance  Insurance Provider  772 
Massillon Community Hospital  Health Care 725 
Alliance Castings Manufacturer, Steel Castings  721 
Sterilite Manufacturer, Plastic Products 700 

Giant Eagle Retail Sales- Groceries, Drugs, & 
Sundries 675 

YMCA- Stark County Community & Youth Organization 632 
Nickles Bakery Baked goods 600 

Heinz Frozen Food Co. Inc. Mfg. Frozen Specialties, Mfg. Food 
Preparations 578 

P C C Airfoils, Inc.  Manufacturer, Turbine Castings  573 
Stark State College of Technology  Technical College  572 
Doctors Hospital  Health Care  567 

Republic Storage Systems  Manufacturer, Metal Lockers, Storage 
Equip.  543 

Coastal Pet Products  Pet Supplies  500 

Bear Management Co. Inc. Restaurant, Golf & Swimming 446 
Park Farms, Inc.  Food Processing  359 
S.C.I. Direct Mailing Service  Direct Mail Advertising Service  350 
KeyBank  Financial Service Provider  316 
Unizan Bank Financial Service Provider 289 
Laufen/United Sates Ceramic Tile Co.  Ceramic Tile Manufacturer  250 
Transworld Entertainment Manufacturer, Durable Goods 243 
The Genie Co. Manufacturer, Garage Door Openers 219 
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LEADING INDICATORS for Canton-Massillon MSA  
Leading Indicators and Components  

Percent Change  
Canton-Massillion  Apr 2004  Jul 2004  Oct 2004  Jan 2005  Feb 2005  Apr 2005b  

Month  Yearc  

Nonagricultural Wage and Salary Employment 
(seasonally adjusted in thousands)  175.5  175.9 177.0 179.0 179.4 177.5  -0.4% 1.1% 

Leading Indicator Index (2000=100)  94.3  94.2 93.7 95.0 95.8 96.6  0.3% 2.4% 

Components of Index:  

Initial Claims for Unemployment Insurance 
Average Weekly Hours for Manufacturing  

2,331 40.3  1,909 41.1  1,719 41.9  3,114 38.9  
1,991 
37.2  1,783 37.8  

-10.4% 
1.6%  

-23.5% -
6.2%  

Valuation of Housing Permits (millions of 
dollars)  22.955  20.122 18.951 10.475 19.347 17.991  -6.7% -21.7%  
 

Total Number of Housing Permitsd  132  115 111 58 114 100  -12.3% -24.2%  
Single Family Units  123  107 100 55 109 95  -12.8% -22.8%  

Multiple Units  9  8 11 3 5 5  0.0% -44.4%  

a Revised  b Preliminary  c Month to month comparison  d Not a component of Leading Indicators  
 

April 2005 
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Stark County Business Statistics 
Canton-Massillon, OH 
Text Version About the data

Back Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May 
Data Series 

Data  2004   2005   2005   2005   2005   2005  

Labor Force Data 

Civilian Labor Force (1)  204.7 (4) 205.5 206.3 206.6 (P)    

Employment (1)  192.3 (4) 190.1 190.1 191.4 (P)    

Unemployment (1)  12.4 (4) 15.5 16.2 15.2 (P)    

Unemployment Rate (2)  6.1 (4) 7.5 7.9 7.4 (P)    
Nonfarm Wage and Salary Employment 

Total Nonfarm (3)  179.1 174.6 175.5 176 177.9 179.3 (P)
Construction & Mining (3)  9.7 8.7 8.6 8.9 9.4 9.8 (P)
Manufacturing (3)  32.6 31.6 31.5 31.4 31.5 31.8 (P)
Trade, Transportation, and Utilities (3)  34.7 33.4 33.3 33.3 33.7 33.8 (P)
Information (3)  2.3 2.2 2.2 2.2 2.2 2.2 (P)
Financial Activities (3)  7.9 7.9 7.9 7.9 8 8.1 (P)
Professional and Business Services (3)  14.9 15 15.1 15.3 15.4 15.5 (P)
Educational and Health Services (3)  28.9 28.1 28.6 28.5 28.8 28.7 (P)
Leisure and Hospitality (3)  17.5 17.4 17.5 17.6 17.9 18.2 (P)
Other Services (3)  8.8 8.8 8.9 9 9 9.1 (P)
Government (3)  21.8 21.5 21.9 21.9 22 22.1 (P)
Footnotes:        
(P) Preliminary        
(1) Number of persons, in thousands, not seasonally adjusted 
(2) In percent, not seasonally adjusted 
(3) Number of jobs, in thousands, not seasonally adjusted 
(4) Reflects 2000-based geography and new model-based controls. To be revised further in 2005. 
Data extracted on: June 17, 2005         
Source: U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics        
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Stark County Demographics
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Copyright © 2004 ERI Economic Research Institute          Data in U.S. $s; Effective Date of Estimates 1 January 2005 
2005 Geographic Reference Report 
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THE 2005 FORTUNE 500  
Custom Ranking of Ohio 

Rank Company Industry 
Revenues 

($ millions)
16 Cardinal Health Wholesalers: Health Care 65,130.6
21 Kroger Food & Drug Stores 56,434.4
26 Procter & Gamble Household and Personal Products 51,407.0
99 Nationwide Insurance: P & C (stock) 20,558.0
120 Goodyear Tire & Rubber Motor Vehicles & Parts 18,370.4
133 Federated Dept. Stores General Merchandisers 15,630.0
148 American Electric Power Energy 14,357.0
155 Progressive Insurance: P & C (stock) 13,782.1
163 FirstEnergy Utilities: Gas & Electric 12,949.0
201 Dana Motor Vehicles & Parts 10,939.0
211 National City Corp. Commercial Banks 10,559.9
227 Eaton Industrial & Farm Equipment 9,817.0
240 Limited Brands Specialty Retailers 9,408.3
248 International Steel Group Metals 9,015.9
292 Owens-Illinois Packaging, Containers 7,146.4
298 Parker Hannifin Industrial & Farm Equipment 7,106.9
317 Fifth Third Bancorp Commercial Banks 6,579.0
331 Sherwin-Williams Chemicals 6,113.8
337 NCR Computers, Office Equipment 5,984.0
349 Owens Corning Building Materials, Glass 5,675.0
355 KeyCorp Commercial Banks 5,564.0
376 AK Steel Holding Metals 5,243.1
412 Cinergy Utilities: Gas & Electric 4,688.0
430 Timken Industrial & Farm Equipment 4,513.7
441 Big Lots Specialty Retailers 4,375.1

 


